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Intent:  

The Humanities curriculum at Willowfield Academy, encompassing History and Geography, equips pupils with the knowledge, skills, and understanding needed 
to become independent, reflective, and responsible individuals. It plays a central role in our wider intent of Preparation for Adulthood, fostering the 
confidence, curiosity, and critical thinking required to navigate and contribute meaningfully to the world around them. 

From Years 3 to 7, Humanities is delivered through Curriculum Maestro, offering rich, thematic units that provide the foundation for a more explicitly sequenced 
and subject-specific curriculum in Years 8 and 9. This progression ensures coherence, depth, and clarity, with concepts, disciplinary knowledge, skills, and 
understanding revisited and extended over time. 

Our curriculum enables pupils to explore historical events and geographical processes that have shaped societies, environments, and identities. Through this 
lens, pupils are encouraged to examine human behaviour, environmental change, and social development, developing resilience, personal responsibility, and 
respectful dialogue.  Our curriculum also adopts a cross-curricular approach to help pupils develop secure and connected knowledge. For example, the Year 7 
Frozen Kingdom topic links closely with learning in science through adaptation and evolution, as well as in RE through exploring how animals are viewed across 
different cultures and religions. 

Citizenship is deliberately woven throughout, alongside termly drop-down days, with concepts such as democracy, justice, identity, and interdependence 
embedded across key stages. These elements support pupils in understanding their rights and responsibilities and foster a sense of active citizenship. 

While RE is taught discretely in years 3-8 and follows its own long-term plan, it complements Humanities by deepening pupils’ understanding of culture, belief 
systems, and ethical perspectives. 

Ultimately, the curriculum prepares Pupils for Adulthood by building their confidence and Independence, encouraging respectful dialogue, and fostering a 
deeper awareness of themselves, others, and the communities they are part of. 
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 Humanities (History and Geography): Willowfield’s Assessment Pathways  

The humanities curriculum at Willowfield is designed and assessed through Willowfield’s Assessment Pathways. Each pathway ensures pupils access humanities 
at a level suited to their individual needs and development. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils are supported in developing early enquiry and observational skills. They are beginning to make simple connections between the past and present, recognise 
diversity, and explore how people live and interact with the world around them. 

This is supported by a focus on: 

• Identifying differences between countries, environments, and historical societies while fostering respect for diverse beliefs and cultures.  
• Asking simple questions about people, events or places.  
• Recognising what sources and maps show.  
• Understanding their responsibility within a community or environment.  
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Pupils are supported in growing their confidence within their own understanding of historical and geographical concepts. They engage with enquire, begin to 
explore complex issues, and can reflect on the impact of human actions in both past and present contexts.  
 
This is supported by a focus on:  

• Explaining how geography and history has shapes people’s lives and societies whilst making comparisons between cultures or eras.  
• Using a variety of sources such as maps, data, and texts to draw reasoned conclusions. 
• Reflecting on the impact of human actions on the environment or society.  
• Applying knowledge to anticipate and address future challenges like sustainability.  

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils are encouraged to use thinking and enquiry skills to explore and evaluate complex ideas. They are supported in making meaningful connections across time 
and place, express well-reasoned arguments, and demonstrate a strong awareness of their own impact in the wider world.  
 
This is supported by focus on:  

• Evaluating complex global issues including climate change, migration and conflict with historical and geographical insight.  
• Developing active citizenship by proposing solutions or expressing informed opinions.  
• Building critical thinking and evaluating evidence and sources for bias, reliability or perspective.  
• Exploring how past decisions affect present and future societal outcomes.  
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Personal Development and Careers Links 

The humanities curriculum at Willowfield Academy plays a key role in supporting pupils’ Personal Development. Through carefully planned learning experiences, 
pupils build a strong sense of identity, cultural awareness and moral understanding, while developing critical thinking, communication and problem-solving skills 
that prepare them to engage with the world as informed, respectful and responsible citizens. 

Personal Development Links 

• Promotes tolerance, respect, and deliberation of diversity - key element of spiritual, moral, social, and cultural (SMSC) development and British Values.  
• Supports pupils in developing self-awareness, pride in their heritage, and a sense of identity and belonging.  
• Builds decision-making, reasoning, and problem-solving skills that prepare pupils for responsible citizenship.  
• Enhances pupils’ moral understanding and encourages them to consider fairness, justice, and ethical responsibility.  
• Inspires a sense of agency, encouraging pupils to make informed, responsible choices and contribute to a better world.  
• Helps pupils develop emotional maturity, gratitude, and the ability to cope with challenges.  
• Develop social skills, empathy, and the ability to communicate effectively and respectfully.  
• Enrichments through educational visits that broaden the pupils’ horizons by providing real-world experiences that deepen and support understanding, 

foster curiosity, and promote cultural awareness.  

Careers Links 

• Careers in Historical and Geographical Research: pupils are introduced to historians, archaeologists, geographers, and researchers. Alongside these 
lessons often include the use of evidence, analysis, and interpretation, which mirrors the work of professional researchers.   

• Global and Environmental Careers: through units on climate change, sustainability and natural disasters pupils understand the need for professionals who 
manage and protect the environment. Pupils also explore how data collection and fieldwork are used in real-world environmental decision-making.  

• Travel, Tourism and Cultural Industries: Across the geography units pupils spend time focusing on regions, landmarks, and world cultures, while history can 
look at world heritage sites and major historical events that shape tourism.  

• Education and Outreach: Pupils may be inspired by the role of teachers, educators, and museum/visitor centre professionals who communicate history 
and geography to others.  
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Humanities: Geography and History Overview – KS2 Nurture  

 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 
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Week 13 Week 14 
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Let’s Explore 
Understanding the World (Geography)  

 
This project introduces pupils to their local environment. Providing them with 

opportunities to explore maps, landmarks and seasonal changes, compare places, 
observe the natural world and develop curiosity through outdoor investigation, 

discussion and simple geographical vocabulary.  
 

Marvellous Machines  
Understanding the World (History) 

 
This project encourages pupils to explore how everyday 

machines work. Pupils investigate wheels, axles and simple 
mechanisms, build and test models, explore cause and effect, 

and learn how inventions help people in their daily lives.  
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Starry Night 
Expressive Arts and Design (Creative)   

 
This project helps pupils learn about light and dark, the moon and stars, 

shadows and night-time animals, while developing their observation skills, 
scientific vocabulary and curiosity about the natural world surrounding them.  

Splendid Skies 
Understanding the World  

(Geography) 
 

This project helps pupils observe and describe 
different types of weather, learn about 
seasonal change, investigate natural 

phenomena such as rain and wind, and 
develop scientific vocabulary and enquiry 

skills.  
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Memory Box  

Communication and Language/ Understanding the World (History) 
 

This project helps pupils share memories, discuss their parst and present, 
compare old and new objects, and develop understanding of chronology, 

vocabulary and their sense of identity.  

 
Paws, Claws & Whiskers  

Understanding the World (Creative) 
 

Through engaging with this project pupils identify animal 
features, compare similarities and differences, learn about 

where animals live, and develop observation skills, curiosity 
and scientific vocabulary about the natural world.  
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Humanities: Geography and History Overview – Year 3/4 & KS3 Nurture  

 
 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 Week 13 Week 14 
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Land Ahoy!  
Geography 

 
This project supports pupils in developing their knowledge about different modes of 

transport, maps and routes. They are provided with opportunities to explore the wider 
world and develop their geographical vocabular and curiosity about places and travel.  

 

Gods & Mortals  
History  

 
This project introduces pupils to traditional stories, key 

characters and beliefs, developing their understanding of the 
past, storytelling skills, historical knowledge and appreciation 

of cultural heritage.  
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Mighty Metals  
Creative  

 
This project supports pupils in investigating materials, testing their strength and 

durability, understand how metals are used in everyday life, and develop 
scientific enquiry and observation skills.  

Flow  
Geography 

 
This project helps pupils investigate rives, 
oceans and the water cycle, understand 

how water changes state, develop 
geographical and scientific knowledge, and 

build enquiry and observation skills.  
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Urban Pioneers  
History 

 
This project helps pupils’ study urban environments, compare human and 

physical features, understand how cities develop, and develop geographical 
vocabulary, mapping skills and knowledge of their local area.  

 

Heroes and Villains  
Creative  

 
This project helps pupils identify good and evil characters, 
explore narrative structure, develop storytelling skills, and 

use descriptive language to create and compare character in 
different texts.  
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Humanities: Geography and History Overview – Year 5/6  

 
 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 Week 13 Week 14 
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1066 (Norman Conquest)  
History 

 
This project provides pupils with the opportunities to learn about the Battle of Hastings, 

key historical figures, causes and consequences of the invasion, and develop their 
understanding of chronology and historical enquiry skills.  

 

 Road Trip USA  
Geography 

 
This project provides pupils with the opportunities to study 

regions, compare places, landmarks and physical features of 
the Unites Stated. The pupils will develop their geographical 

knowledge and vocabulary. 
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Blue Abyss 
Creative  

 
This project helps pupils investigate marine habitats, identify sea creatures, 

understand adaptation, and develop scientific enquiry skills, observation, and 
knowledge of the natural world.  

 

Pharaohs 
History  

 
This project supports pupils in learning 
about the role of pharaohs, daily life in 

ancient Egypt, beliefs, pyramids and burial 
practices. The pupils also are provided with 

the opportunity to develop their historical 
knowledge, chronological understanding 

and enquiry skills.  
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Alchemy Island   
Geography 

 
This project provides pupils with the opportunities to explore maps, co-

ordinates, and different landscapes through both imagination and real-world 
examples.  

Burps, Bottom and Bile 
Creative   

 
This project helps pupils learn how food travels through the 
body, understand the role of organs and investigate healthy 

lifestyles and the importance of digestion.  
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Humanities: Geography and History Overview – Year 7 

 
 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 Week 13 Week 14 
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Hola Mexico!  
Geography  

 
This project explores Mexico’s culture, history, and geography. Pupils make 

traditional food, learn about the ancient Maya, create music, and discover what it 
takes to be a tribe chief. 

 

Fallen Fields 
History 

 
This project explores the First World War, its causes, 
and its impact on soldiers and families. Pupils learn 
about life in the trenches, the home front, and how 

peace was finally achieved, remembering those who 
sacrificed so much.  
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Gallery Rebels 

Creative  
 

This project explores bold and rebellious art, inspiring pupils to express 
themselves through painting and sculpture. They discover how art can 

challenge ideas and create powerful messages for the future. 
 

Frozen Kingdom 
Geography  

 
This project explores the planet’s 

coldest places, teaching pupils about 
the harsh environment, wildlife, and 
climate. They research ecosystems, 

write poems about the Northern Lights, 
and imagine joining a daring Antarctic 

rescue team.  
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Revolution 

History  
 

This project takes pupils back to Victorian times to explore strict 
schools, famous inventions, and life for rich and poor. They role-play as 

reformers, presenting ideas to improve society and gain support. 
  

 
Blood Heart  

Creative 
 

This project explores how the heart pumps blood 
around the body, understand the functions of blood and 

organs, develop scientific vocabulary, and investigate 
how exercise and lifestyle affect health.  
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Humanities: Geography and History Overview – Year 8  
 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 Week 13 Week 14 
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English: Civil War (1942-1951) 

History  
 

This project explores the causes and impact of the Civil War. Pupils learn about key 
events, important figures, and how the conflict changed society. 

Weather and Erosion 
Geography  

 
This project explores weather and erosion, showing how 
wind, rain, and waves shape the land. Pupils learn how 

caves, arches, and other coastal features form, and 
discover the power of nature to change the world 

around us.  
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Slavery, Resistance, Abolition 
History  

 
This project explores the history of slavery, the courage of those who resisted, 
and the fight to abolish it. Pupils learn about key events, important figures, and 

how the struggle for freedom changed society forever. 

Applied Geography: Local 
Study 

Geography  
 

This project focuses on applied 
geography through a local study. Pupils 

explore their own community, 
examining its features, environment, 
and how people live and work there. 

They develop skills in mapping, 
observation, and data collection to 
understand the world around them.  
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Power and Protest: A fight for the vote 

History  
 

This project explores the suffragettes and their fight for women’s right to vote. 
Pupils learn about their protests, challenges, and achievements, discovering 

how their bravery helped change history and secure equality. 
 

Africa: A diverse continent  
Geography  

 
This project explores the diverse countries of Africa. 

Pupils learn about the continent’s cultures, landscapes, 
and wildlife, discovering its rich history and the people 

who live there today. 
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Humanities: Geography and History Overview – Year 9 
 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 

10 
Week 11 Week 

12 
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13 
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Holocaust and Genocide 

History  
 

This project teaches pupils about the Holocaust and other genocides. They learn the 
history, understand the impact on people, and explore the importance of 

remembering to prevent such tragedies in the future. 
 

 
Local Urban Features 

Geography  
 

This project explores urban features and how cities are designed 
and built. Pupils learn about key elements like transport, 

housing, landmarks, and green spaces, and discover how urban 
areas meet the needs of the people who live and work there.  
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Living through the Bubonic Plague (1347-1351) 

History  
 

This project explores what life was like during the Bubonic Plague. Pupils 
learn about its causes, how it spread, and the impact it had on people and 

communities. 
 
 

Climate Crisis and Global 
Responsibility 

Geography  
 

This project explores the climate crisis and 
our shared global responsibility. Pupils learn 

about the causes and effects of climate 
change, the impact on people and the 

planet, and how we can all take action to 
build a more sustainable future.   
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Windrush Generation, National Impact, Local Voices 
History  

 
This project explores the Windrush Generation and their lasting impact on 

Britain. Pupils learn about the experiences of those who arrived, the 
challenges they faced, and their contributions to national life—while also 

listening to local stories that bring this history close to home. 
 

Local Field Work Investigation 
Geography 

 
This pupil led project focuses on a local fieldwork 

investigation, where pupils explore their environment first-
hand. They collect data, observe patterns, and draw 

conclusions about how their local area is used, changed, 
or cared for. 

 

In Year 9, RE is delivered through the Humanities curriculum rather than as a standalone subject (in years 3-8 it is delivered through Jigsaw). For 
example, during the ‘Holocaust and Genocide’ history unit in the autumn term, pupils explore themes such as moral responsibility, belief, and 
remembrance from an RE perspective. 


